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Stalinist townscape
In Latvia:

The case of the new
established district
centres of 1950s







1946. gada aprili Valkas aprinki sadalija divos mazakos — Aluksnes un Valkas
aprinki. Pec tam, 1947. gada, nodalot teritorijas no kaiminu aprinkiem
izveidoja Ogres, Limbazu, Gulbenes, Kraslavas un Vilanu aprinki.

Ar LPSR Augstakas padomes prezidija 1949. gada 31. decembra dekrétu
aprinki tika sadaliti vél sikak un pardévéti par rajoniem, pagastus ka
starpposmu starp ciemiem un rajoniem likvidéja.

(Viksna, 1999)



58 rajoni 1950




«

Rajonizésanas merkis -

— lai sekmétu partijas organizaciju un padomju varas organus
tuvinasanu darbalauzu masam

— tuvinat partijas-padomju un saimnieciski kooperativo aparatu
rajonam un ciemam, lai gutu iespéju risinat sasapéjusos
lauksaimniecibas jautajumus.






Administrativi teritorialas izmainas Latvija PSRS ietvaros (1940-1991)

Latvijas PSR administrativi teritorialais iedalijums *

1946.1 1950. 1954.| 1957. | 1961. | 1964. 1967. 1972. | 1978. 1984.
1.10. 1.05. 1.07. 1.07. | 1.08. 1.01. 1.08. 1.01. 1.01. 1.01.
Pilsétas, 58 58 57 56 55 54 56 56 56 56
t.sk. republikas 5 5 6 6 7 5 7 7 7 7
paklautibas
Rajoni 20 58 58 45 32 21 26 26 26 26
(1946.g. — aprinki)
Pagasu 510 - - - - - - - s =
Ciemi 1361 1358 708 661 607 ‘| 569 546 534 481 468
Pilsétciemati
(lidz 1961. g. - 20 27 27 34 34 34 33 35 36 37
stradnieku ciemati)
Lauku ciemati = « ’ = - = = - - 669

* Péc: Latvijas PSR administrativi teritorialais iedalijums. — R., 1946.;1950.,1954.,1957., 1961.;1964.;1967.;1972.;1978.;1984.




«Sis iedalfjums veikts péc primitivas shémas, galvenokart formali
izdalot administrativas teritorijas péc aptuveni lidzigu platibu principa
ap esoSajiem jeb planveidigi maksligi veidotajiem administrativajiem
centriem, kuru izvéle un attistiSana balstijas vienigi uz citai valstij
raksturigo specifisko kritériju pamata.

Sie kritériji bija socialistiskas valsts ideologisko un politekonomisko
koncepciju nosaciti: linearas direktivu parvaldes efektivtate un ta
saukto razoSanas spéku izvietojums.»

(Steins, Skinkis)

“Stalinisms — divains revolucionaras frazeologijas un dazu socialisma elementu
sakauséjums ar senam Krievijas valsts parvaldes tradicijam un imperialistiskam
ambicijam, ko visu vainagoja vél nekur neredzéts izspiedzes un terora aparats.”

(Gérmanis)



Abrene
Aizpute
Bauska
Cesis
Daugavpils
llakste
Jekabpils
Jelgava
Kuldiga
Liepaja
Ludza
Madona
Rezekne
Riga

Talsi
Tukums
Valka
Valmiera
Ventspils



58 rajoni 1950
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-Abrere® Akniste Kraslava
Aizpute Aloja Krustpils
Bauska Alsunga Limbazi
Césis Altksne Livani
Daugavpils Ape Malta
llakste Auce Nereta
Jekabpils Baldone Ogre
Jelgava Balvi Plavinas
Kuldiga Cesvaine Preili
Liepaja Dagda Priekule
Ludza Dobele ** Rujiena
Madona Dundaga Saldus
Rézekne Eleja Saulkrasti
Riga Ergli Sigulda
Talsi Griva Skrunda
Tukums Gulbene Smiltene
Valka Jaunjelgava Hok Varaklani
Valmiera Jaunpiebalga Vilaka *
Ventspils Kandava Vilani
Karsava Zilupe
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58 rajoni

Akniste
Aloja
Alsunga
Aluksne
Ape

Auce
Baldone
Balvi
Cesvaine
Dagda
Dobele
Dundaga
Eleja

Ergli

Griva
Gulbene
Jaunjelgava
Jaunpiebalga
Kandava
Karsava

1950

Kraslava
Krustpils
Limbazi
Livani
Malta
Nereta
Ogre
Plavinas
Preili
Priekule
Rajiena
Saldus
Saulkrasti
Sigulda
Skrunda
Smiltene
Varaklani
Vilaka
Vilani
Zilupe

26 rajoni

Akniste
Aizpute ****
Aloja
Alsunga

Ape

Auce
Baldone
Cesvaine
Dagda
Dundaga
Eleja

Ergli

Griva ***
llkste ****
Jaunjelgava **
Jaunpiebalga
Kandava
Karsava
Krustpils ***

1967-2009

Livani
Malta
Nereta
Plavinas
Priekule
Rujiena
Saulkrasti
Sigulda
Skrunda
Smiltene
Varak|ani
Vilaka
Vilani
Zilupe

+
Stucka (Aizkraukle)



Vecie aprinku centri

Jaunraditie rajonu centri un to “dzives ilgums”

(trekninati — rajonu 1950-1956 1950-1959 1950-1962 1950— 1967—2009
centri 1950—2009)
Absans Auce Aizpute * Aluksne
Aizpute llOkste * Balvi
Bauska Karsava Dobele
Césis Ape Krustpils (1962 > Jékabpils) | Gulbene
Daugavpils Kandava Sigulda Kraslava
lidkste Livani Vilani Limbazi
Jekabpils Malta Ogre
Jelgava Griva (1953 > Daugavpils) Plavinas Preili
Kuldiga Jaunjelgava * Priekule Saldus
Liepaja (Gaujenas raj.) Rajiena
Ludza
Madona Smiltene +
Rézekne Varaklani Vilaka (Abrenes raj.} 1967—2009
Riga Blupe Stucka fAizklaukle
Talsi
Tukums
Valka
Valmiera
Ventspils

Treknraksta — pilsétas, kas bija rajonu centri lidz pat 2009. gada reformai
Gaisi pelekie — vietas, kam, klUstot par rajonu centriem, nebija pilsétas statusa




the buildings
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Socialist realism

Socialistiskais realisms . .
Stalina klasicisms

Stalina ampirs

Stalin Empire Style
Socialist Classicism

Stalina baroks

retrospektivisms



Communist Party Headquarters / Executive Committee

Dagda Dobele

Ergli Karsava



Communist Party Headquarters / Executive Committee
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Culture Houses
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Vilani

Krustpils.
1954-1959. Arhitekts AndrejsAivars

Auce.
1952, arhitekts Arturs Reinfelds




Culture Houses. Arhitect: Andrejs Aivars. Hall for 450 vieseats

KulturasKarte vl -

Balvi, 1954 Ergll

Karsava, 1959 Preili, 1959 Varaklani



Cinema in Dagda

The same or similar one has beenin
Zilupe (bordertown on Russian border)
but has been (lvars Matisovs)




Schools
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Malta Karsava



Hospitals

Akniste

Skrunda
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Plavinas



other

Firestation in
Jaunpiebalga

Dairy in Dagda Dairy in Jaunpiebalga



Bathhouses Manzinamas vietas, kur ir Sada parauga pirtis: Aloja, Balvi, Alsunga, Dundaga, Eleja, Ergli, llTkste,
Nereta, Preili, Vilaka, ka ari - Mazsalaca, Strenci. Bez tam, péc 1950. pirmas puses gadu
periodikas zinam jaunas pirtis celtas ari Jaunpiebalga, Livanos, Malta, Saulkrastos un Sigulda, loti
iespéjams — kadas ar1 81 pasa projekta.

Nereta llUkste



Conclusions

The way how these kind of buildings in those small places tells us of the
importancy, significancy those places had once ago, even for a small period.

Instagram: artiszvi  #Stalinaampirs



Modernist
period



so fragile and vanishing ...




‘Jaras perle’, 1964

‘Sénite’, 1967



Restaurant Juras
pérle (The Pearl of
the Sea)

Josifs Goldenbergs,
engineer N.Kastro,
1964
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Restaurant Sénite
Linards Skuja, engineer — Andris Bite,
1967




‘Jaras pérle’ in 1990s

‘Séenite’ nowadays



Cinema in Rézekne, 1961
Demolished in 2015

Filling station in Ogre Bus station in Kraslava
Juta Kruusimagi, 1966



DEEEE NN
'IEIIIII1
HE A LA o

|
|

|
|
|
|

3 | AN .

EGy— 1 * e— B
--.—--ae:_, [P ===l
) - 3



Renovated modernist school buildings in Riga



Housing Series 103

103. serija



103. serija
Housing series 103
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Pinki Jékabpils Smiltene

Design of the series elaborated in Institute of Urban Construction Design (Latvijas Valsts pilsétu celtniecibas projektésanas
instituts), leading architects —Lidija Plakane, Lidija Ose, in the second half of 1960s



103. serija

Series 103
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Kauguri, Jirmala

, Riga

Grizinkalns
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Sampeéteris, Riga
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103. Serija
Series 103
Rural version

‘Rural version” — was
elaborated in the first
half of 1970s.

Leading architect —
Alfréds Plesums.




. Sérija

103
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103. Rural version
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103. serija
Series 103

Postmodern turn
Late 80s / early 90s

Madlienas

Ergeme




103. serija
Series 103

Postmodern turn
Late 80s / early 90s
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Block No 10 \ g 7
Moscov District, Riga ol e — ]
1987-1992

Karlis Alksnis, Egils Buss, Juris Poga;
Viesturs Meinerts

N\

A
S

T RN

y




Valmiera
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Series 103
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architecture in

a peripheral Latvia
In 19/0s-1980s



ambitions



Nakotne, 1970s, Henrikas Silgalis
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Nakotne, 1970s, Henrikas Silgalis
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NaukSén
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Kalni, 1985, Ausma Ivane
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Kalni, 1985, Ausma Ivane



Madliena, 1983, Zigurds Lazdins
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Secondary school. Madliena

Bath-house/sauna + swimming pool. Madliena
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Malpils. Laimonis Ttkmanis
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Slampe, 1984-1986
Vera Savisko, Imants Jakobsons, Inara Akolova
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Secondary school, Slampe, 1984-1986
Vera Savisko, Imants Jakobsons, Inara Akolova




Nigrande, 1986-
Laimonis Titkmanis
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Culture house, Viesite Secondary school, Druva
1985-1991, Linards Skuja 1984-1989, Talivaldis Timpars




Renda, 1984-1986
Laimonis Ttkmanis

Spunciems
Zaiga Gaile

Nigrande, 1986-
Laimonis Ttkmanis
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#entrance-space
Druva
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Métriena




Madliena

Varme



ambitions / experiments / regionalist expression



Welfare
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Priekule

Uzvara




Verticals

Nakotne Valka Lédmane




Verticals

More Dubna
66 m3 100 m3

Jaunmarupe Ergeme
530 m?

Watertowers, Juris Skalbergs, 1980s



Rituals



Rituals. Cemetery chapels

Madliena. 1979, Aina Sénberga

Daugavpils




Rituals. WW2 memorials

Priekule




) . Valmiera
Rituals. WW2 memorials

Nitaure



Rituals. Sauna culture

——3 Snapshot
from
‘Davana
vientulai
e sievietei’
R e N CTE

Pampali, 1983-1987
Laimonis Tikmanis
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Utilitarian modern



Utilitarian modernism
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Signage, symbols, toponymy - most tangible heritage



Nakotne
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Conclusions

Ambitions

Style

Experiments

Searches of regional expression

How could we save this heritage?
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Instagram: artiszvi / #tkolhozulatvija / #modernistLatvia
FB: Artis Zvirgzdins
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